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MARION COUNTY CHILDREN’S ALLIANCE 

Website: Mcchildrensalliance.org 

Volunteer Registration form available on Page 5 
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Board of Directors  

Dennis Baxley 

Lori Boring 

Bill Chambers 

John Cooper 

Sheryll Goedert 

Greg Graham 

Michael Greiner 

Scott Hackmyer 

Mark Lander 

Pam Michell 

Jim McCune 

Scot Quintel 

Randy Reynolds 

Brad Rogers 

Sharron Washington 

Sandra Wilson 

Billy Woods 

Carl Zalak 

Staff                                                                 E-mail: mcca@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Executive Director ………………………… Beth McCall ……... executivedirector@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Prevention Coordinator …. ………………. Nancy Castillo ……...………... Nancy@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Family Violence Prevention Coordinator .. Monica Bryant ……… Monica@breakthesilenceonviolence.org 

Supporting Kids, Involving Parents (S.K.I.P) …….. Kelley Windham …... Kelley@mcchildrensalliance.org   

Bookkeeper ……………………………….. Hilary Jackson ……………….. Hilary@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Our Vision 
For all of Marion County’s Children to have a safe,           

healthy and nurturing environment in which to grow.  
  

Our Mission 
“To improve the lives of Marion County Children”  

~ Partners in Excellence ~ 

Barrett, Liner & Company; Brooklyn’s Backyard; City of Ocala, Community              

Coalition Alliance; Cox Communication; Dept. of Children and Families;                              

Dept. of Juvenile Justice; Drug Free Communities; Duke Energy; Florida Blue;              

Florida Dept. of Health in Marion County; Friends Recycling, LLC; Jenkins Auto 

Group; Kids Central, Inc.; Marion County Board of County Commissioners;                     

Marion County Hospital District; Marion County Public Schools; Marion County 

Sheriff’s Office; Ocala Police Department; Palmer Family Foundation; Quit Doc; 

Radiology Associates of Ocala; Renasant Bank; Signature Brands;                                       

Tri-Eagle Sales; United Way of Marion County; Wells Fargo Bank 
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DO YOU NEED SUPPORT OR RESOURCES? 
Are you or someone you know              
caring for a relative child in the               
absence of the parents? Could you 
use some additional support and          
resources? 

Kids Central, Inc.’s Kinship Program  
is here for you. For questions or 
more information, please call                      
(352) 387-3526 and speak to our Kinship Navigator. 
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CHILDREN’S ALLIANCE MONTHLY MEETING CANCELLED FOR JUNE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

To find the most up-to-date information and guidance on COVID-19, 
please visit the Department of Health’s dedicated COVID-19 

webpage. For information and advisories from the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), please visit the CDC COVID-19 website.  

For any other questions related to COVID-19 in Florida, please call  
the Department’s dedicated COVID-19 Call Center by calling        

(866) 779-6121. The Call Center is available 24 hours per 
day. Inquiries may also be emailed to COVID-19@flhealth.gov. 

Due to COVID-19 precautions, our June 3rd Alliance Monthly 
meeting is cancelled. We do not meet in July.    

for the next Alliance Meeting 

Wednesday, August 5, 2020 at 11:30 a.m.                                                     
at the MCSO Jail Interim Building 

https://mcchildrensallince.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d613114e5df73e6f71a99cb9e&id=717cb07b00&e=85db212ab8
https://mcchildrensallince.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d613114e5df73e6f71a99cb9e&id=717cb07b00&e=85db212ab8
https://mcchildrensallince.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d613114e5df73e6f71a99cb9e&id=04d160dadb&e=85db212ab8
https://mcchildrensallince.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d613114e5df73e6f71a99cb9e&id=82577f93be&e=85db212ab8
mailto:COVID-19@flhealth.gov
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~ AGENCY SPOTLIGHT ~ 

Believe in Santa Foundation, Inc. 
1150 N.Williams St., Suite 108 

Dunnellon, FL 34432 
CEO: Keith Carson 

  

Phone: (561) 509-5776 ext. 1225 
Email: Keith@BelieveinSanta.com 
Website: https://BelieveinSanta.com 
  

Mission: The Believe in Santa Foundation is a public service, all-volunteer 

organization focused on improving life. Without any expectation of                           
compensation, the foundation is dedicated to serving all children in need.             
We put people before profits, regardless of race, creed, color or sexual               
orientation.  
  
The program serves children in need from birth to 18 years of age and             
works with media outlets, public safety agencies, social service agencies  
and other non-profit organizations. 
 
The Foundation provides visits to children in need anytime of the year from 
Santa Claus. The Jolly Old Elf, spends quality time with each child, poses for 
photos, reads stories and gives out presents.   

 



8 

LIMITED OPENINGS FOR SUMMER CAMPS 
Due to the Coronavirus, camps will have additional 

regulations in place this year. 
 

Summer Camps run June 8 through July 31 at the following facilities:  

Registration, which will be first come, first served, will be online                    
via ActiveNet or by phone beginning Tuesday, May 26, 2020 

 

Lillian F. Bryant Community Center,  

2200 NW 17th Place  

(352) 629-8389 
  

E.D. Croskey Recreation Center, 

1510 NW Fourth St. 

(352) 401-3920 
  

Discovery Center 

701 NE Sanchez Ave 

(352) 401-3900 
  

Fort King National Historic Landmark 

3925 E. Fort King St. 

(352) 368-5533 
  

 

 

 

Fees and participant ages vary per camp. For more information, registrations              
and regulations for each camp, go to www.ocalafl.org/recpark. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

-- Separate enrollment will 
be required each week to 
allow more families a 
chance to participate 
  

-- All children and staff will 
be required to wear masks 
  

-- Temperature and health 
screenings will be done at 
drop-off 
  

-- Parents/guardians will 
not be allowed to enter  
the facilities 
  

-- Staff will work with the 
same children each week 
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SALUTING THE CLASS OF 2020  

Due to the Pandemic,        
graduation dates and times 

are subject to change.  

*Most events require a ticket, 
and attendance is limited. 

TRINITY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

June 6 at 9:30 a.m. 

Dunlap Track and Field at Trinity Catholic High School 

2600 SW 42nd St., Ocala 

 

MARION TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 

June 12 at 9 a.m. 

Booster Stadium 

3050 NE 36th Ave., Ocala 

 

VANGUARD HIGH SCHOOL 

June 15 at 9 a.m. 

Booster Stadium 

3050 NE 36th Ave., Ocala 
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SALUTING THE CLASS OF 2020  

FOREST HIGH SCHOOL 

June 16 at 9 a.m. 

Forest at Mikey Kelly Stadium 

5000 SE Maricamp Rd., Ocala 
  

LAKE WEIR HIGH SCHOOL 

June 17 at 9 a,m 

Lake Weir High School Stadium 

10351 SE Maricamp Rd., Ocala 
  

NORTH MARION HIGH SCHOOL 

June 18 at 9 a.m. 

North Marion at Stan Toole Memorial Stadium  

151 W Hwy 329, Citra 
  

WEST PORT HIGH SCHOOL 

June 19 at 9 a.m 

West Port at Ken Vianello Stadium 

3733 SW 80th Ave., Ocala 
 

BELLEVIEW HIGH SCHOOL 

June 20 at 9 a.m. 

Belleview at Brent Hall Field 

10400 SE 36th Ave., Ocala  
  

DUNNELLON HIGH SCHOOL 

June 22 at 9 a.m. 

Dunnellon at Richard Kennedy Stadium 

10055 SW 180th Ave. Rd., Dunnellon 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS, YOU DID IT! 

If alternate plans are necessary,                     

graduations will be moved to July 13 

through July 21 still in school football 

stadiums.   

The backup for this plan is to hold all 

graduation ceremonies inside First               

Baptist Church of Ocala during the same 

week.  In this case, only graduating                

seniors would participate inside the 

sanctuary. All guests would observe 

commencement exercises on large 

screens outside from their parking spots.  
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IN MEMORY OF SHIRLEY HANKINSON 

By Beth McCall, Executive Director, Marion County Children’s Alliance 

Shirley Hankinson was a mentor and educator in Marion County Public schools for 37 years. 
Shirley passed away on October 28, 2019, and her family requested that memorial contributions 
be given to the Marion County Children’s Alliance to be used for the educational center at the           
Juvenile Detention Center.  
 
One of the charities that Shirley and her husband John served together on for many years was 
Church without Walls – an interdenominational group that did work with juveniles at the prison  
and the detention center. Shirley was treasurer and the two of them would go once or twice a 
month to the detention center taking dinner and an activity. Both were teachers, and mom later          
a school administrator, and had a passion for helping children to be their best. 
 
During one of the visits to the center, Shirley had planned a Valentine’s Day art project center. 
She had collected colored paper, stamps, markers and envelopes for each of the youth to create 
a special Valentine that they could mail. One young man sat for a long time, not lifting a pen or 
paper. Mom asked him, “Don’t you have someone you could send a card to for Valentine’s Day? 
He said, no. At the end of the session he came up to mom and handed her a valentine that he 
made for her.   
 
Shirley continued to be concerned about the education of the young people at the Juvenile                    
Detention Center and her legacy will continue because of the generous contributions in her 
memory.   

Pictured: On both ends, Mary Dingman and Margaret Spontak, daughters of Shirley Hankinson.  
The others are teachers and staff from the Juvenile Detention Center.    



16 



17 

 

STRONG FAMILIES                                              
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 

We need your help                                                    
in assisting Marion County Families in obtaining the 
financial literacy skills they need to better their lives! 

 
We are currently recruiting for our next class which 

starts on Tuesday, July 28, 2020 in Ocala. 
 

For more information, please call (352) 732-9696,                      
email pvance@uwmc.org or stop by our office                             
located at 1401 NE 2nd Street Ocala FL 34470. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strong Families is an initiative that was created to help Marion 

County residents get out of poverty and improve their long-term 

financial stability. Our Success Coaches assist families in achieving 

these outcomes by providing financial education and life skills           

opportunities to enhance their income, educational attainment, 

housing, and debt status.  

 

During their year in the program, participating families attend 16 

weekly skill-building sessions where they learn financial literacy 

skills presented by community partners. These community                     

partners offer a variety of services pertaining to housing,                          

education, employment, and building credit. Participating families 

also meet biweekly with a Success Coach who will assist them with 

setting personal goals and connecting them to resources and                 

referrals provided by our community partner agencies for one 

year. The Success Coach serves as a source of support and an                     

accountability partner – providing encouragement, education and 

guidance as families take steps to achieve financial stability. 

The goal of Strong Families is to 
increase financial stability 

 

 

mailto:pvance@uwmc.org
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 As a drug coalition, CCASA works hard to improve its knowledge and skills through prevention trainings.  One of the most critical 

prevention trainings that any drug coalition can attend is the annual Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America’s (CADCA) National 

Leadership Forum. The Leadership Forum is a 4-day conference packed with multiple adult and youth-oriented opportunities to 

learn the latest strategies to fight substance misuse and hear from nationally-known experts and policymakers with a full day         

dedicated to Capitol Hill events. The Forum, held in the Washington, DC area every year, brings together more than 2,700             

participants representing community anti-drug coalitions, government leaders, youth, addiction treatment professionals,              

researchers, educators, law enforcement professionals, youth and faith-based leaders from around the country.  

The CCASA Team brings all that great knowledge and information right back to Marion County in an effort to improve the strategies 

and services that are used to better our community! Historically, Nancy Castillio and Hilary Jackson have attended this event, but 

this year the opportunity arose to bring additional staff members, Tammy Slaughter and Tanya Ousley, who were more than willing 

to go! 

Over the course of the four-day event, there were a multitude of break out sessions on topics that ranged from youth prevention 

to addiction recovery, and the substances that most communities are struggling to understand and combat. There were topics on 

recreational marijuana, opioids, vaping, substance exposed newborns and neonatal abstinence syndrome, to policy change and the 

unintended consequences of legalized marijuana. The speakers were well educated on the topics on which they presented and we 

even heard from top officials from various government agencies, such as the FDA and CDC. Some sessions we attended together   

as a group, but each of us found topics of specific interest that caught our eye and we wanted to attend.  

Capital Hill day is an opportunity to meet with our state representatives, or their ides, to discuss issues that affect our state as 

whole. Many of the communities around Florida face the a lot of the same issues of public concern and as such, we came together 

as a group (all the coalition members from Florida) to agree on which topics we would discuss and who would be our group                 

leaders. Many weeks and months prior to Capital Hill Day, our local people work hard to secure appointments with as many state 

representatives as possible. That particular week, the capital was abuzz with impeachment proceedings and most senators were 

not available to meet with personally but that did not dampen our enthusiasm at all. Everyone knows it’s the congressional aides 

that are the ones to talk too!  As luck would have it the Senior Legislative Aide to Congressman Yoho, Jamie Cicchella, who is a         

graduate of North Marion High School and  a founding member of the Drive 4 Life leadership club that is still an active part of the 

North Marion Campus, celebrated their 10 year anniversary! 

This was an amazing opportunity, not only to further our knowledge of so many important topics that are of great concern to our 

community, but to network with colleagues and peers and get a different perspective on how other communities are tackling some 

of the same issues we face right here in Marion County.   

MARION COUNTY REPRESENTED AT NATIONAL LEADERSHIP FORUM 
By Tammy Slaughter, Outreach Specialist, Marion County Children’s Alliance 
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ALLIANCE WORKGROUP MEETINGS 

June 8        Family Violence Prevention                   
Monday       This will be a Zoom Meeting 
 
June 10       Safe Kids (NO MEETING) 
Wednesday       9 a.m. FDOH Auditorium  
 
 
June 15       CCASA  
Monday       This will be a Zoom meeting 
 
 
June 4       Heroin/Opioid Taskforce 
Thursday       This will be a Skype Meeting 
 
 
August 25       SEN (No meeting in June/July)   
Tuesday       1 p.m. OPD Community Room  

      UPCOMING ALLIANCE DATES 

Marion County Children’s Alliance 
3482 N.W. 10th St., Ocala, FL 34475 

Ph: (352) 438-5990  Fax: (352) 438-5994 
E-mail: mcca@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Juneteenth is observed in the month of June  

Juneteenth, which marks the             
end of slavery in the U.S.,                                 

commemorates African American 
freedom and emphasizes                          

education and achievement. 

August 5       Alliance Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday      11:30 a.m. Jail Interim Building 

June 21, 2020 


