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Staff                                                                 E-mail: mcca@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Executive Director ………………………… Beth McCall ……... executivedirector@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Prevention Coordinator …. ………………. Nancy Castillo ……...………... Nancy@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Family Violence Prevention Coordinator .. Monica Bryant ……… Monica@breakthesilenceonviolence.org 

Supporting Kids, Involving Parents (S.K.I.P) …….. Kelley Windham …... Kelley@mcchildrensalliance.org   

Bookkeeper ……………………………….. Hilary Jackson ……………….. Hilary@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Our Vision 
For all of Marion County’s Children to have a safe,           

healthy and nurturing environment in which to grow.  
  

Our Mission 
“To improve the lives of Marion County Children”  

~ Partners in Excellence ~ 

Barrett, Liner & Company; Brooklyn’s Backyard; City of Ocala, Community              

Coalition Alliance; Cox Communication; Dept. of Children and Families;                              

Dept. of Juvenile Justice; Drug Free Communities; Duke Energy; Florida Blue;              

Florida Dept. of Health in Marion County; Friends Recycling, LLC; Jenkins Auto 

Group; Kids Central, Inc.; Marion County Board of County Commissioners;                     

Marion County Hospital District; Marion County Public Schools; Marion County 

Sheriff’s Office; Ocala Police Department; Palmer Family Foundation; Quit Doc; 

Radiology Associates of Ocala; Renasant Bank; Signature Brands;                                       

Tri-Eagle Sales; United Way of Marion County; Wells Fargo Bank 
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~ DON’T MISS THE ONLINE PREVIEW ~ 
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THERE’S STILL TIME TO MAKE CHRISTMAS BRIGHT FOR KIDS 
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~ AGENCY SPOTLIGHT ~  
Brother’s Keeper 

320 NW 10th St., Ocala, FL 34475                                                          
Executive Director: Jason Halstead ~ Phone: (352) 622-3846  

Email: Jason@bkocala.org or Info@bkocala.org                                    

Website: Bkocala.org 

 Mission: The men, women and children we serve are our 
brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. We are committed 
to assisting the poor and needy without regard to race, 
creed, sex or ethnicity.  
  

Clients Served: Brother’s Keeper serves individuals, families, children and 
the homeless. 
  

Collaborative Partners: The organization partners with Interfaith, Salvation 
Army, Project Hope, Saving Mercy and Habitat for Humanity 
  

What Services Does Your Organization Provide? Brother’s Keeper              
provides 1). The Soup Kitchen, which is located at Interfaith, and it serves 
meals 365 days a year. In 2019 more than 86,000 meals were served              
2). Emergency Services: provides a hand-up to those in need of services 
such as food, clothing, furniture, utility assistance, rental assistance,            
prescriptions, etc., 3). Holiday Assistance: provides 500 plus meals at the 
soup kitchen for Thanksgiving, 200 meal bags at Thanksgiving and toys and 
food for over 300 families, including 600 children.   
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COME TAKE PHOTOS WITH MAN’S BEST FRIEND 

HOLIDAY PET PHOTOS 

Wednesday, December 2 

6 p.m. to 8 p.m.                    

Center Court                      

in front of Macy’s 

Hosted by the Paddock Mall  

Join us for Holiday Pet Photos with the Chick-fil-A Cow at the Paddock Mall,  

The cost to participate is a $10 cash donation at the event ~ or ~                                               

two unwrapped toys for local children in need. Proceeds benefit the  

Humane Society of Marion County and the Marion County Children's Alliance. 

 

Advance registration is required via Eventbrite and space is limited.  

Only one Eventbrite ticket per family is necessary;  

please do not register each person in your party individually. 

 

During this event, please keep your pets on a leash (no longer than 

four feet), pick up after them as necessary, and be mindful of others, 

and practice social distancing while at Paddock Mall. 

 

 

 

For more information, please call (352) 237-1223. 
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THERE’S STILL TIME: HELP US BRING THE HARVEST HOME 

Join us for the NINTH “Bring the Harvest Home” food drive. Donations can be dropped off at public 

libraries, city and county fire stations, Sheriff’s Office district offices, tax collector offices, solid waste 

recycling centers, Supervisor of Elections office, Marion County administrative offices, Ocala City 

Hall, Ocala Police Department and the Ocala/Marion County Chamber and Economic Partnership 

complex. Donations can also be dropped off at the Downtown Square on  

Friday, December 4, between 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.  

All items collected at listed locations will be taken to the Ocala downtown square                                    

and delivered to the following area food banks: 

Brother’s Keeper: Jason Halstead (352) 622-3846 or Jason@bkocala.org 

Interfaith Emergency Services: Karla Grimsley (352) 209-7045 or Karla@iesmarion.org 

Salvation Army: Call (352) 732-8326 

Items needed:  

Food: Non-perishable foods such as rice, pasta, pasta sauce, cereal, crackers, peanut butter and          

jelly (plastic containers preferred), as well as canned goods including meats i.e. corned beef, corned 

beef hash, ham and tuna and vegetables and fruit, 

Hygiene and baby items: Shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, bar soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 

combs, toilet paper, feminine products, razors, shaving cream, diapers and baby wipes. 

For addresses and more information, www.marioncountyfl.org/about/bring-the-harvest-home.   
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Have You Ever Considered? 
 
Sexual Assault is NEVER the victim's fault - for any reason!  And there are some easy, inexpensive 
ways to protect yourself and reduce the opportunity for a rapist to target you. The following are 
easy preventative measures you can have in place at your home. I learned these measures from                  
the RAD (Rape Aggression Defense) class that the Sheriff's Department has been offering FREE to                    
women in the community monthly. Check the Marion County Sheriff's Office Facebook page for            
information on the next class! 

 

Just a few ideas to help stay safe!  
 

Have You Ever Considered: 

* Putting a different light on before going to bed? Switch up between bedrooms, kitchen, living   
room, etc. 

* Making sure that you have your outside lights on at all times (so it's not dark when you arrive 
home in the evenings). The cost for outdoor lights to stay on is very low. 

* Change up your routine! Don't drive home the same route every day from your regular, daily          
routine. Visit a different coffee shop in the morning, too! 

*Get a dog! It does not matter how big or small, dogs are not only great for companionship but 
their bark is your doorbell alert for rapists 

* Be sure there is nothing blocking your view of your front window - whether irs bushes, cars, etc. 

* Do not advertise in social media that you are looking for a repair person with your home ad-
dress. Rapists can impersonate. 

* If you have an active landline in your home but no phone attached, purchase a $5-10 phone at a 
thrift store or dollar store and plug it in just to be able to call 911. It’s a better way for the police to 
locate you! 
 

The Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Helpline is available 24/7 at (352) 622-8495. 

THE HOLIDAYS ARE NOT ALWAYS HAPPY FOR EVERYONE! 
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CHECK OUT THIS NEW ONLINE RESOURCE PORTAL 
The Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF) recently launched a new resource 
hub – Aunt Bertha Online Resource portal through www.myfloridamyfamily.com to 
help families in need, especially during this trying time. Using this landing page, one can 
find resources for those in need (and it can be translated in over 100 languages) and you 
can offer resources to those in need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

As we embark on this initiative, we are seeking community help to build up  
the local resource listing. 

I Need Help 
MyFloridaMyFamily has partnered with AuntBertha to develop an online platform that is 
providing counties with a comprehensive directory of local resources that will help 
strengthen families. Search by zip code to locate resources near you. If you are a          
provider, you can Claim Your Listing or Suggest Your Service in just a few easy 
steps. 
 
I Want to Help - Faith-Based Institutions 
There is no “one-size fits all” approach to caring for the vulnerable children of your                
communities. Through a partnership with Angel Armies Foundation, Florida is offering a 
variety of options to engage church and faith institutions in ongoing efforts - at no cost.  
 
I Want to Help - Individuals 
Although not everyone can foster or adopt, we ALL can do something! Whether you are  
a business, individual or non-profit, you can help meet the needs of vulnerable children 
and families in your community! Florida has partnered with CarePortal to make sure               
interested individuals and groups are aware of real-time opportunities to help. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MDQuMjY2MzA1MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm15ZmxvcmlkYW15ZmFtaWx5LmNvbSJ9.vX3T0mDeTr74hbRHamaJRWxCWENEWiiWHzH1zqA_j5E/s/1006367385/br/832
https://services.myfloridamyfamily.com/claims
https://services.myfloridamyfamily.com/find_a_program
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For those offering resources (i.e. support groups, food/ clothing, etc), we encourage           
you to review the site to see if your programs are listed. Further, you will have the               
ability to connect with Aunt Bertha staff directly through the portal who can assist with 
listing your programs. That way those in need searching for resources will be able to              
see resources that are available to them in their community.  

You can claim your organization or sign up your organization at no cost. You will be                  
able to directly refer your customers to any organization/resources on the site. This is             
a great way to leverage your resources. You will also be able to pull data. 

Your program may already be listed and just needs to be “Claimed.” 
                                                                                                                              
Claiming your program allows your organization to: 
• Update your services so more of the people you serve (and less of those you cannot  
    help) come to you based on your service description. 
• Update your contact information and assure a person in need gets the dignity of a  
    response to their request for help 
• Gain access to free features like: 
• Referral and outcome tracking tools 
• Referral screening tools 
• Appointment scheduling 
• Reporting about your program 
• Team Management gives multiple users on your team permission to edit your  
    programs and see reports. 
• The Screening Tool adds an additional layer of questions which ensures that a                           
    person who is interested in your program is eligible for those services. 
• The Appointment Scheduler allows people to schedule appointments with your                    
    program directly through the platform. 
  
Aunt Bertha also has a downloadable app for Iphone: 
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/auntbertha/id970641273 

Aunt Bertha app for Android:                                                                                                    
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.auntbertha.webapp.ab&hl=en_US 

  

 

For more information or questions, contact                           
Joelle Aboytest Joelle.aboytes@myflfamilies.com. 

HELP IS JUST A CLICK AWAY ~ TRY IT! 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/auntbertha/id970641273
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.auntbertha.webapp.ab&hl=en_US
mailto:Joelle.aboytes@myflfamilies.com


14 



15 



16 



17 



18 



19 

DEADLINE TO NOMINATE SOMEONE IS DECEMBER 1  
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Save-the-Date 

Tuesday, January 26, 2021 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
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ALLIANCE WORKGROUP MEETINGS 

December 9      Safe Kids   
Wednesday       9 a.m.   
                         This will be a Zoom meeting 
 
December 14     Family Violence Prevention                   
Monday        11 a.m.  
                          No meeting in December 
 
December 21    CCASA  
Monday       Noon 
                         This will be a Zoom meeting 
 
December 22    SEN    
Tuesday       9 a.m.   
                         This will be a Zoom Meeting 
 
December 3      Heroin/Opioid Taskforce 
Thursday       3:30 p.m. Zoom meeting  

      UPCOMING ALLIANCE DATES 

Marion County Children’s Alliance 
3482 N.W. 10th St., Ocala, FL 34475 

Ph: (352) 438-5990  Fax: (352) 438-5994 
E-mail: mcca@mcchildrensalliance.org 

   Next Alliance Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday, January 6, 2021                                         

at 11:30 a.m.                                                   

December 25 celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, 
and the day is a Christian holiday celebrated by 
Christians around the world. Many non-Christians 
also celebrate this day as a time of peace, joy,               
family and giving of presents. 

Christmas is a national federal holiday in the United 
States. Most government offices, schools, and                   
business are closed on this day.                        

    Spend time with family and friends making memories this holiday season.  

 

Please Note: There WILL NOT be an                    

Alliance meeting in December 

See you in 2021 


