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Staff                                                                 E-mail: mcca@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Executive Director ………………………… Beth McCall ……... executivedirector@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Prevention Coordinator …. ………………. Nancy Castillo ……...………... Nancy@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Family Violence Prevention Coordinator .. Monica Bryant ……… Monica@breakthesilenceonviolence.org 

Supporting Kids, Involving Parents (S.K.I.P) …….. Kelley Windham …... Kelley@mcchildrensalliance.org   

Bookkeeper ……………………………….. Hilary Jackson ………………... Hilary@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Our Vision 
For all of Marion County’s Children to have a safe,           

healthy and nurturing environment in which to grow.  
  

Our Mission 
“To improve the lives of Marion County Children”  

~ Partners in Excellence ~ 

Barrett, Liner & Company; Brooklyn’s Backyard; City of Ocala, Community              

Coalition Alliance; Cox Communication; Dept. of Children and Families;                              

Dept. of Juvenile Justice; Drug Free Communities; Duke Energy; Florida Blue;              

Florida Dept. of Health in Marion County; Friends Recycling, LLC; Jenkins Auto 

Group; Kids Central, Inc.; Marion County Board of County Commissioners;                     

Marion County Hospital District; Marion County Public Schools; Marion County 

Sheriff’s Office; Ocala Police Department; Palmer Family Foundation; Quit Doc; 

Radiology Associates of Ocala; Renasant Bank; Signature Brands;                                       

Tri-Eagle Sales; United Way of Marion County; Wells Fargo Bank 
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The scholarship committee is pleased to announce the 2021 American Association    
of Blacks in Energy (AABE) Florida Scholarship online application is available. If you  
or your network know of a graduating high school senior that plans to major in                 
business, one of the physical sciences, technology, engineering, or mathematics, 
please encourage them to apply.   

All applications must be submitted via the online portal by the deadline 
which is Friday, March 7, 2021.   

The application is available at https://scholarship.aabe.org. The handbook can 
also be found at http://aabefl.org/scholarship for further eligibility details. 

The purpose of the AABE-FL Scholarship is to assist African American, Hispanic and 
Native American students with the cost of pursuing a bachelor’s degree in energy-
related fields at an accredited college or university within the state of Florida. 

The AABE-FL scholarship rewards high school students throughout the state of           
Florida who excel in math and science with financial assistance for post-secondary 
education. In addition, AABE-FL supports scholarship recipients ("AABE Scholars") 
who meet established academic standards throughout their pursuit of a bachelor's 
degree with recurring scholarships. The "AABE Scholars" scholarship application will 
be sent directly to eligible candidates as this is renewed annually. 

A motivating force behind what we do is purposefully investing in our future. Our          
investments come full circle when many of the students we support go on to work in 
the energy industry, and those companies then gain skilled workers trained to meet 
the demands of a modern workforce. 

Please reach out to Derick Farfan, scholarship chair, if you have any questions. 

Derick Farfan                                                                                                        
AABE Florida Scholarship Chair                                                                                           
Clean Energy Connection Program Manager | Duke Energy Florida                              
299 First Avenue N. | FL 155 | St. Petersburg, FL 33701                                                                      
Mobile: 727.266.7321 | Office: 727.820.4594                                   
* Derick.Farfan@duke-energy.com                                                                 
https://www.duke-energy.com/cleanenergyconnection 

APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR ABBE SCHOLARSHIPS 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/scholarship.aabefl.org/__;!!PTbBrQ!NeseXeyIrd6ZjWYrlLcVoe5PMFHmQe1DNciLZv867JJxOl707H_YjpMIoNo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/aabefl.org/scholarship__;!!PTbBrQ!NeseXeyIrd6ZjWYrlLcVoe5PMFHmQe1DNciLZv867JJxOl707H_YviAQVGU$
mailto:derick.farfan@duke-energy.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.duke-energy.com/home/products/clean-energy-connection__;!!PTbBrQ!NeseXeyIrd6ZjWYrlLcVoe5PMFHmQe1DNciLZv867JJxOl707H_YnNVNVUY$
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DCF LAUNCHES “THE LINK”  
(A monthly informational email subscription) 

  

The Link 
Engaging families together 

 
Have a strong social network?                    

Want to help families in your                 

community? You could be the         

missing link between an important 

message and a family’s renewed 

wellbeing! Whether you’re part a 

community organization, government 

agency, business, faith institution, or 

even a private citizen, we believe 

that everyone can play a part in getting the word out about new initiatives 

and programs that help families. The Link is a monthly email from the             

Department of Children and Families that highlights important topics and 

resources related to families, such as suicide, adoption, homelessness, 

child safety, and more. Each month, we’ll also include free social media 

graphics, pre-written posts, and a calendar of upcoming observances for 

you to share within your own network. Together, we can amplify our                

message to ensure Florida families know about all the tools and resources 

available to help them build resiliency and lead happy, healthy lives. 

  
Sign up at:                                                                                                      

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLDCF/signup/20628 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLDCF/signup/20628
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Agenda: 
 
Welcome/Introduction    
Beth McCall, Executive Director, Marion County Children's Alliance 
 
Director’s Report: 
Beth McCall 
 
Guest Speaker:  
Renee Rivers, Florida Community Manager for Aunt Bertha 
 
Topic: Part 2 Aunt Bertha: DCF and Kids Central, Inc. are 
using Aunt Bertha (findhelp.org) to help children and families 
they serve. Last month we had an introduction to Aunt Bertha. 
This month, Ms. Rivers will train on the benefits of Aunt Bertha 
and how to use it to gather data. 
 
Round Table: (Upcoming Announcements and Events) 

For more information about the Marion County Children’s Alliance, 
please visit our website at www.mcchildrensaliance.org 

 

 

for the next Alliance Meeting via Zoom 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 at 11:30 a.m.   

 
Join Zoom Meeting  

https://zoom.us/j/99555580256 

Meeting ID: 995 5558 0256 
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Nonprofits in Marion County offer this community so many valuable 
services that cannot go overlooked. Throughout the unexpected            
challenges 2020 brought us all, the unwavering visions and missions 
of those serving our least fortunate, and those enhancing the quality 
of life in our community, were inspiring. However, we also learned 
that our collective nonprofit voice is much louder than one or two    
individuals alone. That is why, for 10 years, the NonProfit Business 
Council (NPBC) has served more than 150 nonprofits in Ocala/Marion 
County. 

Our mission has always stayed the same. We promote positive                
economic impact of nonprofits, strengthen their leadership capacity, 
and promote collaboration and philanthropic education. 

Despite 2020 challenges, the Council continued to offer monthly            
meetings on Zoom for members to receive professional development, 
networking, and support. Our CEO Roundtables, though not as                
frequent, served as an outlet for nonprofit leaders. The professional 
development through the Nonprofit Resource Center was offered at 
discounted prices to NPBC members. We partnered with the                     
Foundation on the inaugural Give4Marion event in October, and in                    
November, we released the latest edition of the Guide to Charitable 
Giving. The calendar for 2021 is already shaping up to offer some              
exciting opportunities as well. 

We currently have a committee formed to begin the next steps for a 
nonprofit economic impact study for Ocala/Marion County. We believe 
this time of information is essential in showing the impact, not only on 
community issues, but also on the community’s economic base. 

We are reaching out to you to see if you want to be                                  
a part of all that the NPBC is doing and will do in 
2021? It is a great time to get involved.                             
Won’t you join us?  
  

To become a member or to learn more, please visit:                                                                           
https://www.ocalafoundation.org/non-profit-business-council/ 

A GREAT TIME TO JOIN THE NON-PROFIT BUSINESS COUNCIL 

https://www.ocalafoundation.org/non-profit-business-council/
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IS YOUR RELATIONSHIP HEALTHY? 
What is dating violence? 

 A type of intimate partner violence.           

It occurs between two people in a close 

relationship. TDV includes four types of 

behavior: Physical violence is when a              

person hurts or tries to hurt a partner                  

by hitting, kicking, or using  another                

type of physical force.  

What are facts about                                
dating violence? 

  

The violence can be in the form 

of emotional, psychological, sexual and 

physical abuse. It occurs during the dating 

relationship among the teenagers.                    

The dating violence actually is also   

spotted not only among the teens                    

but also adolescents.  

What are the warning signs                        
of dating violence? 

  

Five Early Warning Signs: 
1. Extreme Mood Swings. 
2. Isolation. 
3. Physical Harm. 
4. Bad Grades. 

 5.   Sexual Activity. 

Dating Violence Statistics 
— 1 in 3 teen relationships are violent  

— 1 in 10 teen girls and 1 in 11 teen boys  
     admit to having experienced physical                       
     violence in a dating relationship in the  
     past year.  
  

NEED HELP?   

For more information, local resources   
and services, go to:  

breakthesilenceonviolence.org 
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NEED VOLUNTEERS? TRY JUST SERVE! 

   When your faith, nonprofit, community or governmental 

   organization is looking for meaningful ways to involve 

   employees or members in service to the community, 

   there is no need to look further than JustServe.org. 

   a free community resource. 

 

   The JustServe.org website is used by organizations 

   to post service opportunities and publicize their needs. 

   Volunteers can search for service opportunities that                                                                      

   meet their interests, skills and availability. 

How to sign up 

1. Visit JustServe.org or the 
JustServe app. 

2. Select “Sign in/Register” and 
create an account, or register 
with your Facebook account 

3. Confirm your registration by 
responding to an email sent 
from JustServe.org 

How to serve 

1. Visit JustServe.org or the 
JustServe app. 

2. Search for a project by                   
location or apply advanced 
search filters.  

3. Volunteer for your desired 
project.  

How to submit service projects 

Visit JustServe.org select 
“Submit a Project” and provide 
the necessary information.               
The proposed project will be 
reviewed and, following                 
approval, posted on the              
website.  

JustServe.org reduces the time 
needed for volunteers to find               
meaningful service opportunities       
and allows more time to give                
service. It helps your organization 
get involved in the community and 
allows employees or group members 
to select service opportunities that 
are a perfect fit for themselves,        
their family or your organization.  
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NEW SNAP GROUPS STARTING IN 2021 ~ SIGN UP NOW 

Please send inquiries or referrals for youth 6 to 11 years old that could                
benefit from participating in the SNAP early intervention program 

to: snap@arnettehouse.org. Call: (352) 622-4432 for more information. 

mailto:snap@arnettehouse.org
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Project Hope is currently serving 17 women and 34               
children in their program. By early Spring 2021, the             
program will have added an additional five families to 
newly renovated units.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The waiting list continues to be lengthy, but they are              
always accepting applications, which can be emailed to                                     
casemgr@projecthopeocala.org. 

The program is a supportive and transitional housing             
program serving women and children with the goal of        
assisting these families in transitioning from homelessness 
and hopelessness to having a safe home, hope in their 
hearts, and on their way to self-sufficiency.  

Project Hope offers ongoing case management from a 
trauma informed perspective and links the families to a 
variety of community resources to aid them 
in their journey to becoming healthier and 
happier adults and parents. 

PROJECT HOPE IS EXPANDING AGAIN  

mailto:casemgr@projecthopeocala.org
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ALLIANCE WORKGROUP MEETINGS 

February 8        Family Violence Prevention                   
Monday       11 a.m.                                         
                         This will be a Zoom meeting 
 
February 10      Safe Kids   
Wednesday       9 a.m.   
                         This will be a Zoom meeting 
         
February 15      CCASA  
Monday       Noon                                                     
                         No meeting in  February  
 
February 23      SEN    
Tuesday       9 a.m.   
                         This will be a Zoom Meeting 
 
February 4         Heroin/Opioid Taskforce 
Thursday       3:30 p.m. Zoom meeting  

      UPCOMING ALLIANCE DATES 

Marion County Children’s Alliance 
3482 N.W. 10th St., Ocala, FL 34475 

Ph: (352) 438-5990  Fax: (352) 438-5994 
E-mail: mcca@mcchildrensalliance.org 

 February is National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month                                                     
 

z 

Throughout February, organizations and individuals nationwide are 
coming together to highlight the need to educate young people  
about dating violence, teach healthy relationship skills and work                

to prevent the devastating cycle of abuse.   
  

In 2 02 0, the City of Ocala had 2 0 0 reported cases of dating vio-
lence. 

  

February 3       Alliance Monthly Meeting 
Wednesday       11:30 a.m.                                                   
                        This will be a Zoom Meeting                     
                        See Page 9 for Zoom link  

 Guest Speaker:                       
  

Renee Rivers                                
Florida Community Manager              

for Aunt Bertha 
  

Topic:                                       

Part 2 Aunt Bertha 

(findhelp.org) 

 

                 


