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Craig Curry 

Pastor John Delcamp 

 Michael Greiner 

Dr. Diane Gullett 

Scott Hackmyer 

Mark Lander 

Adam Lombardo 

Rep. Stan McClain 

Kevin McDonald 

Jim McCune 

Pamela Michell 

Scot Quintel 

Randy Reynolds 

Brad Rogers 

Charles Scherer 
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Staff                                                                 E-mail: mcca@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Executive Director ………………………… Beth McCall ……………………. executivedirector@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Family Violence Prevention Coordinator ……….. Monica Bryant ………. Monica@breakthesilenceonviolence.org 

Prevention Coordinator ….………………………. Hilary Jackson …………….………... Hilary@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Supporting Kids, Involving Parents Coordinator (S.K.I.P) .. Kelley Windham .. Kelley@mcchildrensalliance.org   

 

Outreach Specialist ………………………….. Tanya Ousley …………………………….. Tanya@mcchildrensalliance.org  

Our Vision 
For all of Marion County’s Children to have a safe,           

healthy and nurturing environment in which to grow.  
  

Our Mission 
“To improve the lives of Marion County Children”  

~ Partners in Excellence ~ 

Barrett, Liner & Company; City of Ocala, Community Coalition Alliance;                          

Cox Communication; Dept. of Children and Families; Dept. of Juvenile                

Justice; Drug Free Communities; Duke Energy; Florida Blue; Florida                    

Department of Health in Marion County; Friends Recycling, LLC; Jenkins         

Auto Group; Kids Central, Inc.; Macy’s; Marion County Board of County     

Commissioners; Marion County Hospital District; Marion County Public 

Schools; Marion County Sheriff’s Office; Ocala Police Department; Paddock 

Mall; Palmer Family Foundation; Radiology Associates of Ocala;                         

Renasant Bank; Signature Brands; Tri-Eagle Sales; United Way of Marion 
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Proud Supporter of the  
Marion County Children’s Alliance 

2022 Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday – Continues through August 7, 2022 
  
During the sales tax holiday period, tax is not due on the retail sale of: 
• Clothing, footwear, and certain accessories with a sales price of $100 or less 

per item* 
• Certain school supplies with a sales price of $50 or less per item 
• Learning aids and jigsaw puzzles with a sales price of $30 or less* 
• Personal computers and certain computer-related accessories with a sales price of  
   $1,500 or less, when purchased for noncommercial home or personal use 
 
This sales tax holiday does not apply to: 
•   Any item of clothing with a sales price of more than $100 
•   Any school supply item with a sales price of more than $50 
• Books that are not otherwise exempt* 
• Computers and computer-related accessories with a sales 

price of more than $1,500 
• Computers and computer-related accessories purchased      
    for commercial purposes  
•   Rentals of any eligible items 
• Repairs or alterations of any eligible items 
• Sales of any eligible items within a theme park, entertainment complex, public 

lodging establishment or airport 



4 

IMPORTANT ELECTION INFORMATION 

2022 Primary Election* 
  

Early Voting:                                    
August 13 to August 20, 2022,                                   
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
  
Mail Ballot Request Deadline:  
August 13, 2022 by 5 p.m.  
  
Mail ballots must be received by the  
Supervisor of Elections office by 7 p.m.  
on Election Day to be counted 
  
Election Day:                                                                                  
August 23, 2022: Polls open  
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
 

2022 General Election* 
  

Voter Registration Deadline:  
October 11, 2022 
  
Early Voting  
October 27 to November 5, 2022,                                              
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
  
Mail Ballot Request Deadline:                                   
October 29, 2022 by 5 p.m. 
  
Mail ballots must be received by the  
Supervisor of Elections office by 7 p.m.  
on Election Day to be counted. 
  
Election Day:                                                                                                
November 8, 2022 - Polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

WANT TO VOTE EARLY? 

Early voting for Marion County is 
August 13 - August 20, 2022 from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the following 
locations: 

 

Marion County Elections        
Center, 981 NE 16th St., Ocala 

 
Belleview Public Library,                       

13145 SE Highway 484, Belleview 
 

Deputy Brian Litz Building, 
9048 SW Highway 200, Ocala  

 
Dunnellon Public Library, 

20351 Robinson Road, Dunnellon 
 

Forest Public Library, 905 South 
Highway 314A, Ocklawaha 

 
Freedom Public Library,              
5870 SW 95th St., Ocala 

 
Mulberry Center,  

8445 SE 165th Mulberry Lane,  
The Villages 

 
Reddick Community Center,  
4345 NW 152nd St., Reddick 

 
Silver Springs Shores                   
Community Center,                                                       

590 Silver Road, Ocala 

 
You must show a photo and signature 

identification before you can vote in       

person, either early or on Election Day.  
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AUGUST ALLIANCE MEETING IS IN PERSON 

for the  

Alliance Monthly Meeting 
Wednesday, August 3, 2022 

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

at the MCSO Multi-purpose Room 

3300 N.W. 10th St., Ocala, FL 34475  
  

Agency Spotlight: 

Jessica McCune, RN, LMHC 
Community Awareness Manager for Hospice of 

Marion County and Board Member of Opus Peace 
“Opus Peace Soul Injury LAUNCH of MasterPEACE” 

  

Guest Speaker:  
Dennis McFatten 

Safe Schools Coordinator,                                          
Marion County Public Schools 
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DEADLINE COMING SOON! APPLY IF YOU NEED HELP 
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HELP US RECOGNIZE OUR AMAZING SURVIVORS  
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HELP US RECOGNIZE THOSE WHO ARE TRULY CONQUERORS! 
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Are you in Recovery from a Mental Health              
diagnosis?  Or, are you a family member of 
someone with a Mental Health condition?   
  

NAMI will offer two FREE 8-week classes start-
ing in early August that can help you improve 
your knowledge of Mental Health issues, and 
through greater knowledge, improve your            
success in managing recovery both as a family 
member and someone living in recovery. 
  

For more information check out these two sites:  

-- For families and caregivers:     
https://nami.org/Support-Education/Mental-Health-

Education/NAMI-Family-to-Family 

NAMI Family-to-Family is a free, 8-session educational 

program for family, significant others and friends of 

people with mental health conditions. It is a designated                           

evidenced-based program. This means that research 

shows that the program significantly improves the             

coping and problem-solving abilities of the people  

closest to a person with a mental health condition. 

NAMI Family-to-Family is taught by NAMI-trained          

family members who have been there, and includes 

presentations, discussions and interactive exercises.  

-- For individuals living with conditions:                            
https://nami.org/Support-Education/Mental-Health-

Education/NAMI-Peer-to-Peer 

NAMI Peer-to-Peer is a free, eight-session educational 

program for adults with mental health conditions who 

are looking to better understand themselves and their 

recovery. Taught by trained leaders with lived                 

experience, this program includes activities,                          

discussions and informative videos. However, as with 

all NAMI programs, it does not include                                       

recommendations for treatment approaches.  

Call us at (352) 368-2405 for more                  
information and to register for these 
FREE classes.   
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Urgent Appeal ~ We Need You! 
Next month marks our 9th anniversary since the Believe in Santa                 
Foundation was launched, with the 
sole purpose of helping children in 
need all year round.  This included 
children living in poverty, crime            
victims, disaster  survivors,                  
hospitalized, terminally ill, or the 
child of a serviceman or woman.  

Our first year we helped about 20 
children. For the last several years, 
that number has grown to assisting 
more than 6,000 children a year.   

We are a very lean operating 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. We have 
no paid staff and keep our expenses to a bare minimum. Even so, there 
are bills to pay. We still have a phone bill, electric, gasoline, legal                  
renewals such as our Annual Report to the State of Florida, trademark   
renewals, insurance, and other various expenses. After nearly 9 years, 
we are about out of money that we need to survive.  

In an effort to keep us afloat, we are seeking your support once again. 
We are launching our biggest fundraising campaign to date. We are              
asking you to please consider donating anything you can to help us keep 
operating. If a million people each gave just $1, we’d be set forever. It 
shows you how it can add up quickly. 
 
If you can help, our first preference is a donation through our Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/believeinsantafoundation 

because we will receive 100% of every dollar contributed. You can also 
donate through our website https://believeinsanta.com/support-us/ 

Finally, you can send a check to us as well. Make check payable to              
Believe in Santa Foundation, Inc., and mail to 2665 NW 49th Ave.,               
Suite 205-504 Ocala, FL 34482  

Remember, your donation is tax deductible, and every dollar adds up. 



17 

THINGS TO KNOW FOR BACK TO SCHOOL 
First Day of School - Are You Ready? 
August 10, 2022 is the first day of school for Marion County Public 
School students! Make sure your contact information is current in 
Family Access so you can receive up-to-date information as the 
school year begins. To learn more about Family Access go 
to https://www.marionschools.net/Page/52062. 
  
Join Us for Our Next Parent Partnership Event 
Parent Partnership is a collaboration of district schools,                    
departments, and community organizations to provide families           
opportunities to assist their child(ren) with strategies to be used at 
home and link families with community resources. 

  

The next Parent Partnership event will be held on Saturday, August 27, 2022 at Lake Weir 

High School from 9 a.m. to noon. Reach out to the Communications and Community                        

Engagement office at (352) 671-7759 if you would like any additional information. 

 
Bell Times Change for Several Schools for the 2022 - 2023 School Year  

School    Start Time    End Time 

Howard Middle    9:25 a.m.   3:40 p.m. 

Lake Weir Middle    9:30 a.m.   4 p.m. 

Liberty Middle   7:50 a.m.    2:10 p.m. 

North Marion Middle  9:20 a.m.    3:50 p.m. 

Osceola Middle   7:50 a.m.    2:05 p.m. 

Marion Technical Institute 7:30 a.m.    2:05 p.m. 

  

*Start and Stop times at all other Marion County Public Schools will remain the same as 
they were the previous school year.  
  

*For Upcoming Orientation Dates and Times, Check the school’s website that your child or 
children will be attending. 
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IT’S NICE TO BE RECOGNIZED FOR THE WORK THAT YOU DO 
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IT MIGHT SEEM FAR AWAY, BUT COTE IS COMING BACK! 
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ALLIANCE WORKGROUP MEETINGS 

August 8     Family Violence Prevention                   
Monday    11 a.m.                                         
                      (Zoom Meeting) 
 
August 10    Safe Kids Marion   
Wednesday    9 a.m.   
                      Florida Dept. of Health  
 
August 15    CCASA    
Monday    11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.                                                   
                      (Zoom Meeting) 
 
August 30    Substance Exposed Newborns  
Tuesday    9 a.m.   
                      OPD Community Room  
 
August 4     MC Opioid & Addiction Taskforce 
Thursday    3:30 p.m.  
                      OPD Community Room  
 

 

     UPCOMING ALLIANCE DATES 

Marion County Children’s Alliance 
3482 N.W. 10th St., Ocala, FL 34475 

Ph: (352) 438-5990  Fax: (352) 438-5994 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?  
Women’s Equality Day, which celebrates the   
1920 ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment 
and, with it, women’s right to vote in the              
United States is celebrated on August 26! 
  

Tickets available to attend the local celebration  
on Saturday, August 20. See page 10 for details. 

August 3     Alliance Monthly Meeting  
Wednesday     11:30 a.m.                                                   
                      MCSO Multi-purpose Room 

Agency Spotlight: 
Jessica McCune, RN, LMHC 

Opus Peace Soul Injury 
LAUNCH of MasterPEACE 

  

Guest Speaker:  
Dennis McFatten 

Safe Schools Coordinator   
Marion County Public Schools 

“Safe Schools” 


