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Staff                                                                 E-mail: mcca@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Executive Director ………………………… Beth McCall ……………………. executivedirector@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Family Violence Prevention Coordinator ……….. Monica Bryant ………. Monica@breakthesilenceonviolence.org 

Prevention Coordinator ….………………………. Hilary Jackson …………….………... Hilary@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Supporting Kids, Involving Parents Coordinator (S.K.I.P) .. Kelley Windham .. Kelley@mcchildrensalliance.org   

Outreach Specialist ………………………….. Tanya Ousley …………………………….. Tanya@mcchildrensalliance.org  

Our Vision 
For all of Marion County’s Children to have a safe,           

healthy and nurturing environment in which to grow.  
  

Our Mission 
“To improve the lives of Marion County Children”  

~ Partners in Excellence ~ 

Barrett, Liner & Company; City of Ocala; Community Coalition Alliance;                          

Cox Communication; Dept. of Children and Families; Dept. of Juvenile                

Justice; Drug Free Communities; Duke Energy; Florida Blue; Florida                    

Department of Health in Marion County; Friends Recycling, LLC;                    

Jenkins Auto Group; Kids Central, Inc.; Marion County Board of County                              

Commissioners; Marion County Hospital District; Marion County Public 

Schools; Marion County Sheriff’s Office; Ocala Police Department;               

Palmer Family Foundation; Radiology Associates of Ocala;                         

Renasant Bank; Signature Brands; Tri-Eagle Sales;                                                 
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Proud Support e r of the  
Mario n C oun ty Childre n’s A ll ia n ce 
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Thank you Concert for Good 
$44,000 Raised for the 

Marion County Children’s Alliance 
and Brother’s Keeper 

Thank you to all of our AMAZING Sponsors 
We Appreciate your Support! 
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THERE’S  STILL TIME TO REGISTER  
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                                     for the  

Alliance Monthly Meeting 

Sponsored by Jenkins Auto Group 

Wednesday, January 8, 2025  

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 

 Mary Sue Rich Community Center                    
at Reed Place, 

 1812 N.W. 21st Ave., Ocala, FL 34475  
 

Agenda 

MCCA Board Chair ~ Pam Michell  
 

2025 Programming ~ Beth McCall  
Your input into the programs for 2025 is              

important! Please plan to attend this meeting              
to help us determine programming that                      

will be of value to your organization.  
 

Round Table  
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For tickets or more information contact our office at (352) 671-4175. 
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We're looking for artists to design and oversee a paint-by-

numbers style community project for a new awning mural 

for Marion Cultural Alliance (MCA) at Brick City Center for 

the Arts during the 2025 Levitt AMP Ocala Music Series. 

 Five artists will be selected to design and paint two metal 

awning panels inspired by different genres of music. 

 This opportunity is open to artists currently working and              

residing in Marion County, and the surrounding counties. All 

designs will be approved before the start of the 2025 Levitt 

AMP Ocala Music Series to ensure artwork will be family-

friendly, non-political, and without copy right infringement. 

 It’s FREE to apply. Accepted artists or art groups will              

receive a $800 honorarium at the conclusion of the concert 

series. 

 For more information and to apply, visit our website at 

www.ocalafl.gov/levittamp. Entries can be submitted 

online, via email to artinfo@ocalafl.gov, or mailed to City 

of Ocala Cultural Arts, 201 SE 3rd St., 2nd Floor, Ocala, FL 

34471. Applications due February 7, 2025.  

 

Join our DEEP classes and learn valuable tools for                     

managing diabetes and living your healthiest life! 

Our FREE 8-week Diabetes Education Empowerment             

Program starts January 23, 2025  

5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Howard Academy Community Center 

To register, call (352) 671-4186 to save your spot 

 https://mchdt.org/community-home-project/contact/  

 

https://www.ocalafl.gov/levittamp?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3t-xC0uACauzqC85Q67_W9oRxOSgF-YT36IXOKu_wyke3Pp0lcZ_tu-fo_aem_wOZ1CJllwr7p6Yy9Ak46qg
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Now that the Christmas season has come and gone, it's time to start planning for the next big thing! Join us 
in celebrating our partners in animal welfare on January 11, 2025 beginning at 9 a.m. at the McPherson Gov-
ernment Campus located at 601 S.E. 25th Ave, Ocala, FL 34471. The Marion County Board of County Commis-
sioners and Sheltering Hands, Inc. are working together to bring our wonderful community the “P.A.W. Chili 
Challenge & Hub-Cat Car Show”. 
 
This event is free to the public and open to all makes and models of automobiles for the car show. Trophies 
will be available for multiple categories ranging from classic, modern, engine, paint, interior, best theme, best 
in show, and people's choice. The competition will begin at 9 a.m., and its “towels down” for judging at 11 
a.m. Winners will be declared, receiving their TROPHIES at 2:30 p.m.! If you want to compete, registration is 
$20 per vehicle - with all proceeds going to support the fight for feline wellness in our community. 
 
Furthermore, after you check out the car show you can win big at the raffles, or even get your face painted! 
Starting at noon, guests can start to taste the wonderous creations from our community chefs and fellow res-
cues. Guests will need a “tasting pass”, available for purchase at the event for $8. Attendees can also pur-
chase a pass in advance from ShelteringHands.org/pawshow. To make sure that every participant can taste 
all the festive flavors, these tickets are limited in supply. 
 
“Providing a better tomorrow for our animals in Marion County is our goal here at Sheltering Hands”, indicat-
ed Bronson Mosley, Media Director for Sheltering Hands.  “We are excited to partner with Marion County Ani-
mal Services and Marion County Fire Rescue to bring awareness to our animals in need.”  Moreover, Mr. Mos-
ley, said, “Engaging our community is the key to helping our pets live extraordinary lives! We want to help 
our K-9’s and feline friends by engaging with our community and bringing them fun, smiles, car show tro-
phies, and of course, delicious chili made by some of the best cooks with the biggest hearts.” 
 
The goal is to increase public awareness surrounding animal welfare. Marion County and its partners take 
pride in making sure our animals are receiving the protection they deserve. This is a great way to start out 
the year with a family-friendly event that everyone can enjoy, while raising awareness for our furry-friends! 
 
For more information about the P.A.W. Chili Challenge & Hub-Cat Car Show, please vis-
it: ShelteringHands.org/pawshow. You can also find more information on the Marion County Facebook page 
at facebook.com/MarionCountyFlorida/events. We look forward to seeing you and your family there!  

https://marionfl.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00cd0eec154d3a19c3604beb6&id=9e212b0aa9&e=fa8f1763b5
https://marionfl.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00cd0eec154d3a19c3604beb6&id=c4a046f300&e=fa8f1763b5
https://marionfl.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00cd0eec154d3a19c3604beb6&id=bb248bce70&e=fa8f1763b5
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The Early Learning Coalition of Marion County is hosting their 

inaugural Truckin’ It To Preschool event at the Silver Springs 

Shores Community Center on Saturday, February 1, 2025. The 

free event is from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. A quiet hour for children with 

sensory sensitivities will begin at 10 a.m. 

 Event attendees will learn about the many preschool options 

available in Marion County and can receive assistance with           

applying for VPK, Florida’s free Voluntary Prekindergarten                 

program for all 4-year-olds. Children will also be able to get up 

close and personal to their favorite trucks and emergency                  

vehicles. A Help Me Grow Books, Balls, and Blocks activity area 

will encourage families to complete free developmental milestone 

screenings. 

 Vendor opportunities are available for preschool providers,               

nonprofit agencies and organizations interested in displaying their 

trucks. Email CommunityRelations@ELC-Marion.org for more information.  

Applications are due January 24: https://form.jotform.com/243394940381158   

 The Truckin’ It To Preschool event caps off Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida! which begins January 27. An initiative of the 

Florida Department of Education’s Just Read, FL!, Celebrate Literacy Week is designed to raise awareness about the           

importance of reading and to inspire Florida’s students and families to make reading part of their daily routines. This year’s 

theme is “Building Literacy: Constructing the Foundation for Success.” The first 200 children at Truckin’ It To Preschool 

will receive a free children’s book. 

 The Coalition works to meet the early care and education needs of children and families in Marion County. They                          

implement the Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK), School Readiness, and Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R)              

programs on behalf of the Florida Department of Education Division of Early Learning plus additional complimentary                

programs that support parents as a child’s first and most important teacher. For more information, call (352) 369-2315           

or visit ELC-Marion.org. 

FREE PRESCHOOL PARENTING PROGRAM STARTING SOON 
Does your preschooler have challenging behaviors such as whining, 

temper tantrums or struggles sleeping? 

 Join a FREE Preschool Parenting Program for families with children 

3-5 years old starting January 13. Another session starts in August.  

 Receive a $50 gift card when you attend at least 11 sessions. 

Free child care and dinner are provided.  
Registration is required. 

 

For more information, call (352) 369-2315, ext. 212       
or email ParentingPrograms@ELC-Marion.org. 

mailto:CommunityRelations@ELC-Marion.org
https://form.jotform.com/243394940381158?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1C5rlH-qM8gh4y7ul77e_hGRooSeJCFawFZpNSdMoCTgjWAadtOD1J-8M_aem_wLFoh-Ap9Elpd2RtSo37Nw
https://www.elc-marion.org/
mailto:ParentingPrograms@ELC-Marion.org
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Ste. 100 



24 

 

ALLIANCE WORKGROUP MEETINGS 

January 8         Safe Streets of Marion County  
Wednesday        10 a.m.  
                        Mary Sue Rich Community Center  
                        at Reed Place 
 
 
January 8         Safe Kids Marion   
Wednesday        9 a.m.   
                        Florida Dept. of Health 
 
 
January 13       Family Violence Prevention                   
Monday      Annual Workgroup Luncheon 
                        11 a.m.                                         
                        MLK First Responder’s Campus  
                        515 N.W. MLK Jr. Ave 
                          
 
January 20      Community Council Against                          
Monday             Substance Abuse (CCASA) 
                        Noon 
                        No Meeting this Month 
 

      UPCOMING ALLIANCE DATES 

Marion County Children’s Alliance 

3482 N.W. 10th St., Ocala, FL 34475 

Ph: (352) 438-5990  Fax: (352) 438-5994 

January 8       Alliance Monthly Meeting 
Wednesday    11:30 a.m.                                                   
                     Mary Sue Rich Community                
                     Center at Reed Place.  

For more information regarding the 
Marion County Children’s Alliance, 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram 

or visit our website at:  

https://mcchildrensalliance.org.  

MCCA Board Chair  
 Pam Michell  

 

2025 Programming  
 Beth McCall  

 
Your input into the programs 

for 2025 is important!              
Please plan to attend this 

meeting to help us determine 
programming that will be of 
value to your organization.  

 


