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See page 13 to Nominate a Survivor for the Conqueror Award 
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Craig Curry 

Ryan Gerds 

Dr. Diane Gullett 

Robert Haight 

 Tanya Hanks 

Connie Larsen 

Pete Lee 

Jim McCune 

Pamela Michell 

Kevin McDonald 

Angie Peters 

Randy Reynolds 

Brad Rogers 

Matthew Seese 

Billy Woods 

Staff                                                                 E-mail: mcca@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Executive Director ………………………… Beth McCall ……………………. executivedirector@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Family Violence Prevention Coordinator ……….. Monica Bryant ………. Monica@breakthesilenceonviolence.org 

Prevention Coordinator ….………………………. Hilary Jackson …………….………... Hilary@mcchildrensalliance.org 

Supporting Kids, Involving Parents Coordinator (S.K.I.P) .. Kelley Windham .. Kelley@mcchildrensalliance.org   

Outreach Specialist ………………………….. Tanya Ousley …………………………….. Tanya@mcchildrensalliance.org  

Our Vision 
For all of Marion County’s Children to have a safe,           

healthy and nurturing environment in which to grow.  
  

Our Mission 
“To improve the lives of Marion County Children”  

~ Partners in Excellence ~ 

Barrett, Liner & Company; City of Ocala; Community Coalition Alliance;                          

Cox Communication; Dept. of Children and Families; Dept. of Juvenile                

Justice; Drug Free Communities; Duke Energy; Florida Blue; Florida                    

Department of Health in Marion County; Friends Recycling, LLC;                    

Jenkins Auto Group; Kids Central, Inc.; Marion County Board of County                              

Commissioners; Marion County Hospital District; Marion County Public 

Schools; Marion County Sheriff’s Office; Ocala Police Department;               

Palmer Family Foundation; Radiology Associates of Ocala;                         

Renasant Bank; Signature Brands; Tri-Eagle Sales;                                                 
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Join us for an informative session with Police Chief Mike Balken to learn about the Ocala Police Department’s mission and goals!                                           
Come gain insight into crime trends, the latest safety initiatives and participate in a Q&A session to share your thoughts. 
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C IT Y OF  OC A LA  TO HOLD S P EC IA L  E LECT ION  

The City of Ocala will hold a Special Election on Tuesday, September 16, to fill the offices of  Mayor,         
City Council District I, City Council District III and City Council District V. 

                                                          Seven candidates Qualified for the Special Election: 

Mayor:       City Council District 1: 

Ben Marciano (Incumbent)    Barry Mansfield (Incumbent)  
Zachary “Arbor” Feliciano      
  

City Council District 3:     City Council District 5: 

Jay Musleh (Incumbent)     James “Jim” Hilty, Sr. (Incumbent) 
Mark Clark 
TamBoura Jenkins 
  

City of Ocala Special General Election 

∑ Election Day: September 16, 2025 (Polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  

∑ Voter Registration/Party Change Deadline: August 18, 2025 

∑ Early Voting: September 11 - 13, 2025 (10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 

∑ Mail Ballot Request Deadline: September 4, 2025 by 5 p.m.  
  

Please Note: Mail ballots must be received by the Supervisor of Elections office 
                 by 7 p.m. on Election Day to be counted. 
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for the next  
Alliance Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday, August 6, 2025  
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

 Mary Sue Rich Community Center                    
at Reed Place, 

 1812 N.W. 21st Ave., Ocala, FL 34475  

Agency Spotlight: 
  

Troy Weaver, Executive Director 
 
 
 
 

 

 Guest Speaker:  
  

Mary Pat King, CEO 
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NEW CELL PHONE LAW PASSED 

Did you know that Florida’s new House Bill 1105                   
went into effect on July 1, 2025? The bill bans cell 
phones completely during the school day for most 
Kindergarten through eighth grade students — no                    
usage from bell to bell. High school students can only 
use phones outside of class or if a teacher gives                 
permission in approved zones.  
  

Families Should Talk Before School Starts: 

Cell phone use during school hours is a huge             
distraction because students get bombarded with 
hundreds of notifications every day.  
  

What parents can do: 

-- Sit down and chat with your kid about HB 1105.  

-- Rehearse scenarios. What should they do if they 
feel anxious, bored or need to call you during the 

day? 

-- Empower them with digital tools. Teach them how to 
build healthy habits around phone use like turning on 

“Do Not Disturb” or checking apps only after school. 

-- Partner with the school. Even as the district rolls out 
a “learning period” with warnings first, it helps when 
parents stay in the loop about school enforcement 

expectations. 

-- It’s not about taking phones away forever, it’s about 
helping kids focus during the school day and teaching 

them how to build healthier screen habits.  
  

Supporting them with clear expectations and                 

Parents and Caregivers 
It’s time to GET CONNECTED! 

  

Wondering if your child is on track             
developmentally?  
  

Help Me Grow Florida is here for YOU 
and your little one! 
  

FREE services include: 

Developmental Screenings 

Milestone Checklists 

Expert Guidance 

Fun Activities to help your child    
    grow 

Get connected now through                      
https://helpmegrowfl.org/ 

Ready for a FREE screening? Visit: 
https://www.elc-marion.org/help-me-
grow/ 
  

Help Me Grow connects families with 
the tools, resources, and support they 
need to help every child thrive. 

https://helpmegrowfl.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZ1o4TjV4dmxMRTc0NHczcgEeP7fkiUc5hONYM5AkGruvYeR3ZnWkA2u-24Y9RlqUS42mZwGMaEL9QamApQw_aem_dnrh8eGZyuN6m276Sk6oRw
https://www.elc-marion.org/help-me-grow/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZ1o4TjV4dmxMRTc0NHczcgEeRw_f1wfDzEDOpdYpUbh2VQ0sJSHWyfc9oRE8TPu9UZjgP8ZPcRi0_slEwWY_aem_JTgXAZThJZSRVikzMrZxMg
https://www.elc-marion.org/help-me-grow/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZ1o4TjV4dmxMRTc0NHczcgEeRw_f1wfDzEDOpdYpUbh2VQ0sJSHWyfc9oRE8TPu9UZjgP8ZPcRi0_slEwWY_aem_JTgXAZThJZSRVikzMrZxMg
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For questions, more information or to be a drop oƯ location, call Valerie at (352) 438-5990. 
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For more information, to purchase tickets or sponsor the event, go to https://www.pinkietuggerson.com. 
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O F F I C E  S PA C E  AVA I L A B L E  
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Ste. 100 
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ALLIANCE WORKGROUP MEETINGS 

    

   August 6         Safe Streets of Marion Cty. Taskforce 
   Wednesday    10 a.m. 
                          Mary Sue Rich Community Center 
                          at Reed Place  
 
   August 11   Family Violence Prevention Workgroup                    
   Monday  11 a.m.                                         
                         Via Zoom - Call (352) 438-5990 for link 
 
   August 13  Safe Kids Coalition Marion   
   Wednesday   9 a.m.   
                         Florida Dept. of Health 
 
   August 18     Community Council Against Substance 
   Monday        Abuse (CCASA)  
                         Noon 

 
 
    

      UPCOMING ALLIANCE DATES 

Marion County Children’s Alliance 

3482 N.W. 10th St., Ocala, FL 34475 

Ph: (352) 438-5990  Fax: (352) 438-5994 

August 6        Alliance Monthly Meeting 
Wednesday    11:30 a.m.                                                   
                     Mary Sue Rich Community                
                     Center at Reed Place  

Agency Spotlight: 
  

Troy Weaver 
Executive Director 

 
 
   

 Guest Speaker:  
  

Mary Pat King, CEO 

For more information regarding the 
Marion County Children’s Alliance, 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram 

or visit our website at:  

https://mcchildrensalliance.org.  

 

A re  Y o u ?  S cho o l  S t ar t s  M o nd ay ,  A u g u st  1 1 ,  2 0 2 5  


